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SYNOPSIS

CHAPTER IGlle8 Dudley arrives In
San Francisco to join his friend and din ¬

taut relative Henry Wilton whom he-
WS to assist In an Important and mys ¬

terious task and who accompanied Dud¬cityThemen Is noted and commented on by pas¬

sengers on the ferry They see n man
with snake eyes sends a thrill
through Dudley Wilton postpones an ex ¬

lanatlon of the strange errand Dudley
is to perform but occurrences cause him
to know It Is one of no ordinary mean ¬

ing Wilton leaves Giles In their
with InstructIon to LWlllt his return and
shoot any one who tries to enter

CHAPTER IIOutsIde there Is heard
shouts and curses and tho noise of a
quarrel Henry rushes In and at his re-
quest tho roommates quickly exchange
clothes and he hurries out again Hard ¬

ly has he gone than Giles Is startled by a
cry of Help and ho runs out to llnd
some one being assaulted by a half dozen
men He summons a policeman but they
are unable to find any trace of a crime

CHAPTER III Giles returns to his
room and hunts for some evidence thatItollndscipher lIe goes to steep and Is awakened
by the presence of some one In his roomtoknowcome to the fescue and bind and gag the
Intruder Dudley Is mistaken for HenryregardingII CHAPTER IV Dudley Is summonradeadbodyoutsidethecorpseInoutthewhile living And thus Wilton dies with
out ever explaining to Dudley tho puiSanFrancIscothe face of a wolf as the murderer of hla
friend

CHAPTER VIn order to discover tho

entrustedtohimpermits himself to be known a Henry

he9bankrifof PIne
street the man who looku Tike a wolfemployedbyJoel

V CHAPTER VtDlcky taken the aup

0 I MotherBortonmynterloue ¬
¬

ply that Dudley makes causes the man
to rave The lights are turned out and a
free for all tight follows

CHAPTER VTT Olles bogey mar
wltbHotherBorton
He can learn nothing about the mysteri ¬
cue boy further than that Ills Tim TerrlH

tk
b hImHeif playing both hands In the game

CHAPTER IXThe supposed rrmon
t withDoddrldgeILPlymlreHe makes his first order at tho office

of Bocksteln Eppner and his checksexperienceas
Stock Exchange

CHAPTER X Dudley detects someotKnappaTim Terrill of tho snake eyes Dudley ro ¬betromreadily detectsnrstknowledgeenemy on the Board The forged note
mystifies Knapp-

CHAPTER XHDudley visanthobeautyMore mystery about the boy Luellaprivately Informs Dudley that she hashoIaHenryWilton
wxiAfraK JUV Dudley responas to a

note and visits Mother Borton In com ¬

pany with Policeman Corson He learns
the note was a forgery lie Is provided
with four guards Brown Barkhouse

+J Ithugh snJ Porter He learns thr Isr to be no trouble about money as all ex-
penses will be paid the hire of tho
cruards being paid by one Richmond

CHAPTER XV Giles Dudley againtasclnatedbytour through Chinatown U

vIsitsDUdley
hIm planned by Darby Meeker Tim Ter-
ri II and the rest of the gang through theopensthostrange groans that nearly cause ltiit
blond to nurriU

Chinatown¬

IsdumbfoundeddenLuetloahallwayCHAPTER XVHIThreo Chinese rum¬
ans approach the Imprisoned couple AGilesbeginsmob A newly formed mob Is checked by

PolicemanCorsonI and tho couple is rescued Luella thanks
Giles Dudley for saving her life

CHAPTER XlXoDOJdrlcIge appears at
the office no traces of previousInstructions¬

Stock Exchange selling Crown Diamond
and buying Omega the object being to
crush Docker Knapps hated rival

t CH haTERsLuella Knapp
Dudley discovers

tellsGileswhero the boy Is The mysterious un ¬

woman of moots4s by appointmentwith the boy who
turned over to Dudley with his guardsboatti lWIfAithfulpertheqUarteredIn

CHAPTER XXIH The gang Include
r ing Darby Meeker and Tim Torrlll lay

siege to the hotel and endeavor to cap
turo tho boy who comes forward to
see tho fight Tricked again cries Timyoungstersto

araratae

IDonnB Ointment cured modf
eczema ha annoyed me a long-

timeI The cure visas permanent
I non S W Matthews Commissioner

Lbor Statistics Augusta Me
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I have a dim recollection of splash ¬

ing over miles of level road drenched
with water and buffotec by gusts of
wind that faced us more and moro
with tho monotonous beat of Loot-

over in my cars and the monotonous
etrldo of the horse beneath me over
racking my tired muscles Then w
Blackened pace in a road that wound
in sharp descent through a gap in the I

hills find tho rush and roar of a tor-
rent beneath and beside us tbo wind
swooping with wild blasts through
the trees that lined tho way and cov-
ered

¬

tho hillside and seeming to
change the direction of its attack at
ovary moment

Well mako it I reckon said
Thatcher at last Its only two miles
farther and the train hasnt gono up
yet

Thero was no sign of life about tho
station as wo drew our panting steam
ing horses to a halt before It and no
gain was In sight The rain dripping
heavily from tho eaves was tho only
sound that came from it and a dull
glow from an engine that lay alone
on a slilnp was the only light that
was to be seen

Whats the time asked Thatcher
We must have made a quick trip

Twenty minutes past three said I
striking a match under my coat to see
my watch face-

Immortal snakes cried Thatcher
Im an Idiot This Is Sunday night-
I failed to see the connection of

these startling discoveries but I hud
spirit enough to argue tho case Its
Monday morning now

Well its the same thing The
freight doesnt run tonight

I awoke to some interest at this an¬

nouncement
Why its got to run or wo mus

take to saddle again for the rest of tho
way r

These horses cant go five milo-
more aj that gait let alone 25 pro-
tested Thatcher

Well then we must get other
horses here

Come said Fitzhugh whats the
use of that whon theres an engine on
the siding doing nothing

Just tho idea Find the man in
chargeBut

there did not appear to bo any
man in charge Tho engineer am
fireman were gone and the watchtoan
had been driven to cover by the foul
weather

We looked the iron horse overeat
vjously

Why this is the engine that came
tip with the special this noon said

numberIthen They havent had a chance to
get the wire and we beat them o
tho road We must find the engineer
and gef It ourselves

Ive got an idea said Fltzhugh
I Its this Why not take the machine

without asking I was a fireman
I

onco and I can run it pretty well
I thought a moment on tho risk but

tho need was greater
Just tho thing Take the money

for the horses to your friend there
Ill open the switch

I In a few minutes Fitzhugh was back-
I told him ho chuckled He

says its a jail offense but its the
only thing wo can do

I
It may be a case of life and death

I said Pull out
j Theres mighty little steam here

hardly enough to move her said Fitz
hugh from the cab stirring the fire

But as he put his hand to the lever
she did move easily on to the mai

I track and rested while I reset th °
switch

I Then I climbed back into the cab
and sank down before the warm blaze

Iin a stupor of faintness as the engine
smoothly and swiftly down the

track

CHAPTER XXV
A Flutter In the Market

I The gray IIltay Uie btortn Lung
over San Francisco The dim light

I the morning scarcely penetrated In toi
i thef hallways as we climbed tho stairs
I that led to our lodgings leaving be ¬

hind us the trail of dripping garments
I heaved a sigh of relief as Trent
opened the door and we once more
faced tho pleasing prospect of warmth
dry clothing and friends

We had made the run from Nile
without incident and had left the en-

gine
¬

on a siding at Brooklyn without
being observed If the railroad com-
pany

¬

still has curiosity after all these
years to know how that engine got
from Niles to Brooklyn I trust tha
the words i have just written may be-

taken as an explanation and apology
Wheres Barkhduso I asked be-

coming comfortable once more with
dry clothes a warm room and a frost
bandage on my arm

He hasnt shown up sir said
Trent Owens and Larson went out
to look for him toward evening ¬

terday but there wasnt tf signof
himTry again today You may pick
up news at Bortons or some of the
waterfront anloons

fOh there was a letter for you
said Trent I near fogot

I snatched the envelope for the ad
dress was In the hand of the Un
known The ahaot within bare tjl
words oI

Where li the boy Have you ro
moved hlmtJend the key to Rich
mond Lot mo know when you re-

turn
¬

for I must see you as sopu as It
is sate

I road tho note three or four timo a
and each time I was more bewildered
than before I had loft the boy In
Livermore but c JlnlY he was not
the one sIlo m He was the
wrong boy and kerplp rer nua-

be well nwaro t h d

fitroxPOdktlqJ1 I

m ttjntJ9I1l I dflmjsscd this theory
8 ItselfThe koyi set

4

my heart biiLt AT nut I was
to havo the or pornmlty to meet my
mysterious employer taco to face But
what explanation was I ifl make
What reception would I moot whenhadscouldtI wrote n brief noto to Richmond
stating that I had no key inclosed tho
Unknowns note with the remark that
I had returned and gave it to Owens

deliver I was in some anxiety lostIto

rr talooectt ar a7atow t
ho might not know whore Richmond
was to be found But ho took the
note without question and I law down
wlffi orders lhat I was to bo called in
time to reach the opening session of
tho stock market and in a moment-

s was fast asleep
The Stock Exchange was a boiling

and bubbling mass of excited men as
I reached it I shouldered my way
through the crowd into tho buzzing
Boardroom as the session opened Ex ¬

citement thrilled the air but the open ¬

listless All knew that the
struggle over Omega was to be set
tied that day and that Doddrldge
Knapp or George Decker was to find

1ruin at the end of the call and all
wero eager to hasten the decisive mo¬

meat
I could nee nothing of Doddridge

Knapp and the uneasy feeling that he
was at Livermore came over me
What was my duty in case he did not
appear Had he left his fotune at the
mercy of the market to follow his law ¬

loss schemes Had he been caught
in his own trap and was ho now to b

1rtllned as the result of his own gets
I might have spared my worry The

call had not proceeded tar when the
massive form of Doddridge Knapp ap ¬

peared at the railing The strong
wolfmarks of the taco were stronger
than ever as ho watched the scene on
the floor I looked in vain for a trace
upon him of last nights work It he
had been at Livermore ho showed n
sign of the passions or anxieties that
had filled the dark hours

Ho nodded carelessly for me t
como to him as he caught my eye

You have the stock t

fAndJust as you ordered

IThe King of the Street looked at me

Any orders I asked at last
Bo where I can call you the min ¬

1utel want you he replied
I ow my boy he continued after a

nlAute you are going to see whatforI I

again
What is it I asked politely I

I
was prepared for almost any kind of
fireworks in that arena I

t Doddridge Knapp made no reply
i but raised his hand as if to command
i silence and a mouiout later the cull of
Omega was heard And for a marvel
a strange stillness did full on the
throng

At the word of call I saw Doddrldgo
Knapp step down to the foot of the
pit calm selfpossessed his shoulders
squared and his look as proud and
forceful as that of a monarch who
ruled by the might of his sword while-

s a grim smile played about his stern
mouth

The silence of tho moment that
followed was almost painful when the
voice of Doddrldgo Knapp rang like
a trumpet through the Boardroom-

t Five hundred for Omega
This was a wild jump from 325 that

was marked against the stock at the
close on Saturday but I supposed the
King of tho Street knew what ho was

aboutAt
tho bid of Doddrldgo Knapp a

few cries rose hero and there and
ho was at once tho center of a group
of gesticulating brokers Then I saw
Decker pale eager alert standing by
the rail across the room signaling or ¬

dare to men who howled bids and
plunged wildly into tho crowd that sur-
rounded

¬

his rival
The bids and otters camp back and

forth with shouts and barks yet they
made but a murmur conpared to the
whirlwind of sound that had oaken
from the pit at the former struggles
I had witnessed There seeded but a
fevx bluukH uf the stock on the market

This is groat chuokled Wall
bridge taking poet before mo There
hasnt boon anything like it since
Decker captured Chollar in the aloc
Ion of 73 You dont remember that

I guess 1

I wasnt in the markot thonM ad ¬

mitted
Lord Just to hear that criedglintiwjth nervousi excitement fDoddridgo

Knapp bids 1600 for tho stock and
y gets five shares Oh why aint I

a chance to got into this
L heard a oonfiMtd roar abop

vwa

which roso the firma tones of Dodd¬

ridge Knapp
How many shares has ho got to-

day I asked
Not 40 yet
And tho othors
Thoroa boon about 2000 sold

I gripped the rail in nervous tension
The battlo seemed to bo going against
tile King of the Street

Oh gasped Wallbrldgo trembling
with excitement Did you hear that
There Its 1700now its 1775
Whew

I echoed the exclamation-
Oh why havqnt I got 10000

shares ho groaned
Who is getting thorn
Knapp got tho last lot Ooh look

there Did you ever seo tho like of

thatIlooked Decker hatless with hair
disheveled had leaped tho rail and
was hurrying Into tho throng that sur ¬

rounded Doddridgo Knapp
Thero was novor two of em on tho

floor before cried Wallbridgo
At Deckors appearance tho brokers

opened a lane to him tho cries fell
aria there was an instant of sllenco as
the kings of tho market thus came
came face to faco

J shall never forget tho sight Dodd
rijlgo Knapp massivo calm forceful

unrumedij
that made him seem

nervousl1fjieveled
his taco till it seemed

osKwhlto as his shirt bosom as ho
fronted the King of the Street
jrho foes faced each ether watchful
as two wrestlers looking to seize an

ItsitteathroseIonco more
V5J could not make out the progresa of
tho contest but the trained car of
Wallbrldgo Interpreted tho explosions
oflnartlculato soundtPhew listen to that Two thou
sand 2100 2160 Great snakes See-

rb jump I he cried Deckers set
ting itKnappmust
more in the Black Smoke and was

indulgenceAnd ¬

fice to the wild and criminal scheme
into which he had entered in his con-
test against the Unknown

Tho clang of tho gong recalled me
from the reverie that had shut out tho
details of the steno before me

There Did you hear that
groaned Wallbrldge Omega closestrickeOh why didnt you have me on the
Qo6r out there By tho great horn
spoon Id a had every share of that
stock and wbuldnt a paid more than
half as much for it neither

I sighed and turned sick at heart
to meet the King of the Street as he
shouldered his way from tho floor

There was not a trace of his misButothe victor moved away like
a man ojfcressed pale staggeringnervousoof
corpse

Doddridge Knapp made his way to
the doors and signed me to follow
him but spoke no word until we stood
beside tho columns that guard tho en

tranceThat was warm work said Dodd ¬

ridge Knapp after a moments halt
I was very sorry to have It turn

out so I said

A grim smile passed over his face
I wasnt ho growled good humor

edly I thought it was rather neatly
done

I looked at him in surprise
Oh I forgot that I hadnt seen you

he countlnued And like enough I
shouldnt have told you if I had The
truth Is I found a block of 4000 shares
on Saturday night au l muu I com-

bination
¬

with them
Then tho mina Is yours
Tho directors will be
But you wero buying shares this

morning
A moro optical illusion Wilton II

was in fact a seller for I had shares to
spareIt

was a very good Imitation
I dont wonder you wero taken in

my boy Decker was fooled to tho
tune of about 1000000 this morning
I thought it was rather neat for a
cleanupI

so too and the King of
the Street smiled at my exclamations
over his cleverness But my congrat ¬

ulations wero cut short as a small
dark man pressed his way to tho cor ¬

ner where we stood and whispered in
Doddrldgo Knapps ear

Was ho sure asked tho King of
tho Street

Those wore his exact words
When was this
Not five minutes ago
Hun to CaweU Tell him to wait

for meIThe mnssenKor darted off and wo
ftlloweil briskly C nwell 1 found
was an atnrpy dad we were led at
oruo 10 Lire liner pUic

C wo In with fact bald my em-

i oy Y i iijoit I sliall need you
i i vu uujB xplaaaUoas-
Tho i ivvcl l till thlu tug t

fu Jt 7iesi kaula-
i u MJ i vvd lx ii l s faco with
tleir ka traoai 111111 vision

DfI1I iiyi1I tbo j UPr sicl
tbe Kinp of the Street Ivo b < fvr
hri In the market Itiut hes KOJUK to
make a tart ply with tin dlntctora
ThereK a niu tiut called lor 12JO
They are suing to give him ft two
years contract for inillnE and the
talk of declaring 30000 shares of my
stock Invalid

How many directors havo you
got

Two Barber and myself Rocker
thinks ho has Barber

ThM JAM wilt M tajuaottoatjfc
w
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IA Christmas Surprise
bathroom

be
putintomodelI

you to

family

Surelyi
predated people

sanitary plumbing in

HUGH McSHANE
PLUMBER

Main StJ
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Rockland
I

Open Kettle New Orleans Molasses I

I

Je MILLER CLARK
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Santa Claus
AT 1

t

Lander BrosNewsteadKy
i

I

UR Goods arrived and we have set apart
one room for SANTA CLAUS which will be found
a big line TOYS also all kinds of FRUITS as
Apples Oranges Bananas Figs Raisins etc In ad ¬

dition NUTS IN VARIETY we make a specialty of y

Candies and can sellyoutii Good Stick Candy at
5c a Pound

Our stock of General Merchandise complete and prices are
We invite early call beforelthe I

Yours for business

U Lander Bros
Oa OJ r

= nDI3 = T7lAa JI I

Santa Caus
1

Headquarters

THE RACKET4
Next to Court House PPool Pros-

e tomQ

YesThe
lawyer looked Ills watch

Tho meeting it 1230 H
Youll have to hold them fog half an
hourmaybe nn hour

Mako it half an hour growled
Doddrldgo Knapp Just remember
that time is worth f lOQO a second till
that Injunction is served

Ho went out without another word
and there was a commotion of clerk-
as left

Hows your nerve Wilton 1 In¬

quired the of tho Street calmly
Are you ready for some hot work

Quito ready
Have you a revolver you
Yes
Very good I dont want you to

kill any one but it may come ID handy
as an evidence of your good inten ¬

bona
He led tho way California

atnsome where climbed a
and went down a hall

to a glass door that bore tho gilt and
painted letters Omega Mining Co
J D Storey Prost

Theres five minutes oparo said
my employer He may bo alono

1A stout man with red side
whiskers and a general air good
living sat by an overshadowing desk IlookedI I

sourly use entered Uo wait
not alono ig man could
sean in was Jot
Seer

Miilil

It will when you seethe
that we will s

home when want
Xmas gift worthy of homo a

the health of your r

there is nothing that would
more by of

ment than a model bath a

put by I
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rubbing lift fat red bands Can I dtodayrn Let mo Intn
duce you to Mr Wilton ono of our
coming directors-

I had an inward start at this fir
formation and Mr Storoy regarded a
mo unfavorably Wo professed oin
selves charmed to coo each otherthatsyou mo a notice of the di-
rectors meeting said Doddridgo
KnappMr

Storey turned very rod and tho
King of the Street said in an under-
tone Just lock that door Wilton

It must have been sent by mall
stammered Storey HI there young
man what are you doing he ex ¬

claimed jumping to his feet as I
turned the key in the lock Open that I

that door again
No you dont Stcrpy came the x

fierce growl from the throat of tho
c r

up1Tho Storey mak-
Ing dash past DOddrldgo Knapp and
coming with a rush straight for mo

Stop him roared my employer
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